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still bound together between red covers. Here he would have
room for his steel files, crammed with business and personal
correspondence, for his thirty-high rows of narrow black
boxes in which he treasured his souvenirs from The Road
and Alaska, from his trips to Korea and the South Seas; in
which he kept his hundreds of jokes, puzzles, games, pull-
aparts, water pistols, coins with both sides the same, decks
of strange cards. Here he would be able to make his guests
comfortable, provide them with such modern conveniences
as electricity and running water in their rooms; build a
huge playroom in the cool basement for men only, in which
they could hatch political schemes, tell stories, play billiards
and poker, bowl, concoct any amount of noisy nonsense.
Here he would have a beautiful music room in which
Charmian and his many musician friends could play, a huge
dining-room where he could seat fifty people for good food
and good talk, a redwood-lined bedroom for himself in which
there would be space for an ingeniously devised night table
to hold the accoutrement Nakata deposited for Master at
bedtime, and on which he wouldn't be so crowded he would
forever be spilling his iced drink on his books. Here he would
at last have an adequate work-room with provision for a
dictaphone and space set aside for a professional secretary.

He maintained that he was building his "historic home."
The Indians of Alaska had called the conquering white man
"Wolf"; that one word had come to dominate much of
Jack's thinking, for he always thought of himself as the
conquering Wolf. He used it in such titles as Son of the Wolf and
The Sea Wolf, signed himself as Wolf in his letters to George
Sterling, and now he was building the Wolf House of the
great white chief. He hoped with all his considerable might
that Charmian would give him a son so that he could start a
London dynasty that would live forever in the Wolf House.

He determined that it must be the most beautiful and
original home in America; to achieve that end he was
willing to spend any amount of money. The house must be
constructed of the huge red stones the Valley of the Moon
grew more plentifully than any other crop; the ten-thousand-